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Dr. Josef Ernst is currently the acting Head of the Austrian Armed Forces Language Instiute (AAF 

LI), which is an organizational element of the National Defence Academy located in Vienna.  

 
In 1978 he graduated from the Theresan Military Academy as a Lieutenant of the mechanized 
troops. After ten years in different units and positions as a Platoon leader, Company commander 
and Training coordinator he has been transferred in 1992 to the AAF LI. Due to the prerequisite of 
a linguistic study he graduated from the Philosophical Faculty at the University in Vienna, 
majoring in Slavonic languages and Pedagogic.  
 
Since 1992 he worked at the Institute as a teacher, translator, interpreter, Head of section and 
department and, finally as the Deputy head of the Institute. He focuses on Military terminology 
and organizes courses and seminars for specific purposes. He also is the point of contact for 
NATO-BILC (Bureau for International Language Co-ordination) where he chairs the working 
group “Terminology & Translation”. He participates in international conferences and meetings with 
the focus on Teaching foreign languages in a professional environment, E-Learning, Intercultural 
communication and Testing.  
 
Colonel Dr. Josef Ernst served several times with the United Nations in different Peace support 
operations as an Observer officer, Motor & Transport officer, Humanitarian and Economic officer, 
Liaison officer, Deputy Station Chief and Contingent Commander on Cyprus, in Israel, Syria and 
Lebanon.  
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